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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SO, US, PFOR 

SUBJECT: RECENT STATEMENT CONCERNING SOMALIA ATTRIBUTED 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . VO A HAS NO RECORD OF STATEMENT "WE ARE SEEKING TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THREE OF OUR TRADITIONAL ENEMIES: 

ALGERIA, CUBA AND SOMALIA" BUT IS SEARCHING ITS FILES 

TO DETERMINE IF THE CITATION MIGHT HAVE BEEN CONTAINED IN 
A ROUNDUP OF EDITORIAL OPINION. ALL SUCH ROUNDUPS ARE 
CLEARLY SO IDENTIFIED AND VOA IS FORBIDDEN TO MODIFY 
TEXTS OF ANY SUCH EDITORIAL SURVEYS BROADCAST. IF 
FOREIGN MINISTRY BELIEVES LANGUAGE WAS USED ON VOA, YOU 
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SHOULD ASK THEM TO PROVIDE THE DATE OF SUPPOSED BROADCAST. 

2. BELOW YOU WILL FIND RECENT STATEMENTS OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S WHICH MENTION SOMALIA. YOU MAY ASSURE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY THAT THESE STATEMENTS ARE A REFLECTION OF USG 
DESIRE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS AND THAT WE HAVE NEVER 
CLASSIFIED SOMALIA AMONG "ENEMIES" TRADITIONAL OR NOT. 
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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BELOW FOLLOWS RELEVANT PORTIONS OF PRESIDENT'S 
INTERVIEW BY MEMBERS OF MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 
JUNE 1 1 : 

QUOTE: THE OTHER PART OF AFRICA THAT WE ARE QUITE CON- 
CERNED ABOUT THAT YOU DID MENTION IS IN THE HORN OF AFRICA 
WITH SOMALIA AND AFARS AND ISSAS, ETHIOPIA, SUDAN AND 
TO SOME DEGREE ERITREA ON THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE RED SEA, 
AND OF COURSE THE ARAB COUNTRIES TO THE NORTH. BUT WE 
ARE WORKING VERY CLOSELY THERE WITH THE SAUDI ARABIANS 
IN PARTICULAR, TRYING TO CEMENT RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEM 
AND TRYING TO IMPROVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH SOMALIA, TRYING 
TO UNDERSTAND THE CONFLICT WITHIN ETHIOPIA CONCERNING 
THE ERITREANS. THAT IS WHERE THE POTENTIAL TROUBLE- 
SPOT IS IN AFRICA. UNQUOTE. 

4. BELOW FOLLOWS RELEVANT PORTION OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
NEWS CONFERENCE, JUNE 14. 

QUOTE: QUESTION: ON SATURDAY YOU SPOKE ABOUT 
AGGRESSIVELY PEACEFULLY CHALLENGING THE RUSSIANS IN THEIR 
OWN SPHERES. COULD YOU PLEASE ELABORATE ON THOSE REMARKS 
AND EXPLAIN HOW THIS DIFFERS, FOR EXAMPLE, FROM THE COLD 
WAR, WHICH IN SOME CASES LED TO HOT WAR, AS IN KOREA AND 
VIETNAM? 
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THE PRESIDENT: YES. THE COMMENT I MADE WAS WITH AN 
EMPHASIS ON PEACEFUL COMPETITION WAS TO WIN THE FRIENDSHIP 
OF NATIONS THAT IN THE PAST HAVE NOT BEEN CLOSE TO US WHO 
MAY HAVE BEEN HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY OR VERY CLOSELY 
FRIENDLY WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND WHO MAY STILL BE. 

I THINK THIS IS A NORMAL AND A PROPER HOPE FOR OUR COUNTRY. 
WE DON'T WANT TO BE IN THE POSITION THAT ONCE A COUNTRY IS 
NOT FRIENDLY TO US AND ONCE THEY ARE COMPLETELY WITHIN THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION, THEY SHOULD FOREVER BE IN 
THAT STATUS. 

AS I HAVE ALREADY INDICATED AND NAMED SEVERAL COUNTRIES, 
SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA, IRAQ, EVEN MORE CONTROVERSIAL NATIONS 
LIKE VIETNAM, CUBA, I WANT TO MOVE AS BEST I CAN TO RE- 
ESTABLISH NORMAL, FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIPS WITH THOSE 
COUNTRIES. 

IN SOME INSTANCES THE OBSTACLES ARE QUITE SEVERE AS IN THE 
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CASE OF CUBA AND PERHAPS VIETNAM, BUT I THINK THIS IS 
WHAT OUR GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO DO AND I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A 
SITUATION WHEN I GO OUT OF OFFICE THAT ALL THE NATIONS IN 
THE WORLD HAVE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONSHIPS WITH US. 

WE NOW HAVE FOURTEEN WHO DON'T. I HAVE BEEN PURSUING 
THIS AGGRESSIVELY. TO USE THE WORD THAT YOU DESCRIBED, 

AND ALSO I THINK THAT I AM IN COMPLETE HARMONY WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE AND OTHERS WHO WORK WITH ME ON THIS 
PURSUIT. UNQUOTE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

5. SOMALI AMBASSADOUR ADDOU SUGGESTED HERE THAT SOURCE 
OF STATEMENT MIGHT BE BBC SOMALI LANGUAGE BROADCAST. CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 140549 ACTION MOGADISCION PRIORITY INFO 
SANA CAIRO JIDDA ALGIERS KHARTOUM PARIS DATED 16 JUN 77: 

QTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 140549 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SO. US, PFOR 

SUBJECT: RECENT STATEMENT CONCERNING SOMALIA ATTRIBUTED 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER 

1 . VO A HAS NO RECORD OF STATEMENT "WE ARE SEEKING TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THREE OF OUR TRADITIONAL ENEMIES: 
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ALGERIA, CUBA AND SOMALIA" BUT IS SEARCHING ITS F IL ES 
TO DETERMINE IF THE CITATION MIGHT HAVE BEEN CONTAINED IN 
A ROUNDUP OF EDITORIAL OPINION. ALL SUCH ROUNDUPS ARE 
CLEARLY SO IDENTIFIED AND VOA IS FORBIDDEN TO MODIFY 
TEXTS OF ANY SUCH EDITORIAL SURVEYS BROADCAST. IF 
FOREIGN MINISTRY BELIEVES LANGUAGE WAS USED ON VOA, YOU 
SHOULD ASK THEM TO PROVIDE THE DATE OF SUPPOSED BROADCAST. 

2. BELOW YOU WILL FIND RECENT STATEMENTS OF PRESIDENT 
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CARTER'S WHICH MENTION SOMALIA. YOU MAY ASSURE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY THAT THESE STATEMENTS ARE A REFLECTION OF USG 
DESIRE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS AND THAT WE HAVE NEVER 
CLASSIFIED SOMALIA AMONG "ENEMIES" TRADITIONAL OR NOT. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

3. BELOW FOLLOWS RELEVANT PORTIONS OF PRESIDENT'S 
INTERVIEW BY MEMBERS OF MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 
JUNE 1 1 : 

QUOTE: THE OTHER PART OF AFRICA THAT WE ARE QUITE CON- 
CERNED ABOUT THAT YOU DID MENTION IS IN THE HORN OF AFRICA 
WITH SOMALIA AND AFARS AND ISSAS, ETHIOPIA, SUDAN AND 
TO SOME DEGREE ERITREA ON THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE RED SEA, 
AND OF COURSE THE ARAB COUNTRIES TO THE NORTH. BUT WE 
ARE WORKING VERY CLOSELY THERE WITH THE SAUDI ARABIANS 
IN PARTICULAR, TRYING TO CEMENT RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEM 
AND TRYING TO IMPROVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH SOMALIA, TRYING 
TO UNDERSTAND THE CONFLICT WITHIN ETHIOPIA CONCERNING 
THE ERITREANS. THAT IS WHERE THE POTENTIAL TROUBLE- 
SPOT IS IN AFRICA. UNQUOTE. 

4. BELOW FOLLOWS RELEVANT PORTION OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
NEWS CONFERENCE, JUNE 14. 

QUOTE: QUESTION: ON SATURDAY YOU SPOKE ABOUT 
AGGRESSIVELY PEACEFULLY CHALLENGING THE RUSSIANS IN THEIR 
OWN SPHERES. COULD YOU PLEASE ELABORATE ON THOSE REMARKS 
AND EXPLAIN HOW THIS DIFFERS, FOR EXAMPLE, FROM THE COLD 
WAR, WHICH IN SOME CASES LED TO HOT WAR, AS IN KOREA AND 
VIETNAM? 
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THE PRESIDENT: YES. THE COMMENT I MADE WAS WITH AN 
EMPHASIS ON PEACEFUL COMPETITION WAS TO WIN THE FRIENDSHIP 
OF NATIONS THAT IN THE PAST HAVE NOT BEEN CLOSE TO US WHO 
MAY HAVE BEEN HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY OR VERY CLOSELY 
FRIENDLY WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND WHO MAY STILL BE. 

I THINK THIS IS A NORMAL AND A PROPER HOPE FOR OUR COUNTRY. 

WE DON'T WANT TO BE IN THE POSITION THAT ONCE A COUNTRY IS 
NOT FRIENDLY TO US AND ONCE THEY ARE COMPLETELY WITHIN THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE SOVIET UNION, THEY SHOULD FOREVER BE IN 
THAT STATUS. 

AS I HAVE ALREADY INDICATED AND NAMED SEVERAL COUNTRIES, 

SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA, IRAQ, EVEN MORE CONTROVERSIAL NATIONS 
LIKE VIETNAM, CUBA, I WANT TO MOVE AS BEST I CAN TO RE- 
ESTABLISH NORMAL, FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIPS WITH THOSE 
COUNTRIES. 

IN SOME INSTANCES THE OBSTACLES ARE QUITE SEVERE AS IN THE 
CASE OF CUBA AND PERHAPS VIETNAM, BUT I THINK THIS IS 
WHAT OUR GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO DO AND I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A 
SITUATION WHEN I GO OUT OF OFFICE THAT ALL THE NATIONS IN 
THE WORLD HAVE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONSHIPS WITH US. 

WE NOW HAVE FOURTEEN WHO DON'T. I HAVE BEEN PURSUING 
THIS AGGRESSIVELY, TO USE THE WORD THAT YOU DESCRIBED, 

AND ALSO I THINK THAT I AM IN COMPLETE HARMONY WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE AND OTHERS WHO WORK WITH ME ON THIS 
PURSUIT. UNQUOTE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

5. SOMALI AMBASSADOUR ADDOU SUGGESTED HERE THAT SOURCE 

OF STATEMENT MIGHT BE BBC SOMALI LANGUAGE BROADCAST. CHRISTOPHER 
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